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Figure 1: Overall flow for waste generated

Composition Percentage Amount Market price Values
(%) (tones/year) (RM/kg) (Million RM)

Papers 17.1 1,026,000 0.20 205.2
Plastics 9.1 546,000 0.30 163.8
Glass 3.7 222,000 0.05 11.1
Aluminium 0.4 24,000 2.00 48.0
Scrap Metals 1.6 96,000 0.50 48.0
Other non-recyclables 68.1 4,086,000 - -
Total 100.0 6,000,000 - 476.1

Note: 1) Waste composition data obtained from Ministry of Housing and Local Government (2005)
         2) Total waste generation was estimated at 6 million tones per year
         3) Average market prices were based on prices at recycling centre as of September 2005; actual 
             prices at recyclable agents, middlemen and end buyers (industries) are usually much higher

Table 1: Values of Recyclable Materials in the Waste Stream 
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Category               1999            2000
Quantity (T) NZ$ Quantity (T) NZ$

Plastic 4,802 1,857,029 6,597 2,644,948
Paper 35,495 4,850,167 101,202 21,707,816
Glass - 53,812 - 161,868
Ferrous and non Ferrous Metals 105,343 36,613,830 107,688 44,633,726
Total Commodities exported 145,640 43,374,838 215,487 69,148,358

Table 2: Quantity and Values of Recyclables Collected in New Zealand

Business

Rubber recycler and 
manufacturers

Plastic recycler and 
manufacturers
(4 companies)

Power Organics

Manufacturer of toilet 
tissues from recycled 
papers
The ark-computer
recyclers

Export
Value (NZ$)
$15,000

$1.8 million

$4 million

$250,000

$1 million

$20,000

$180,000

-

Export Earnings from Products 
Made from Recyclable Materials
Currently exporting safety matting (mainly for agricultural sector) with 
a value of $15,000/year and about to start exporting over $100,000 a 
year to South Africa, Australia and the UK. Potential for future growth
Exporting processed plastic from industrial waste in resin form, mainly 
to Australia. Currently exporting about 200 tonnes/month, worth about 
$1.8 million a year. Potential for growth.
Exporting about $4 million in the 1999 (80% of their products) to the 
US, Canada, Japan, UK, Australia, South America and Europe. Manu-
facturing matting products for flooring, using recycled flexible PVC, 
and rubber from car tyres. Insufficient PVC in New Zealand so 
currently importing scrap and virgin materials. 
Manufacturing guttering accessory made from recycled plastic. Have 
started sales to Western Australia and are exporting to the US markets, 
which could be easily amount to $250,000 per year
Exporting over $1,000,000 / year of products made from recycled 
plastics. Developing further products and markets. Big potential for 
growth.
Just started exporting. $20,000 of liquid product to Australia this year. 
Expected to export about $200,000 next year.
Exporting toilet paper made from 100% recycled papers to Rarotonga 
and US Samoa, valued at about $180,000 annually. 

Not currently exporting a great volume of refurbished computers. 
However, working to secure three granulators, one each for Auckland, 
Wellington and Christchurch, which will allow rendering of any surplus 
and un-usable e-wastes to a more compact form. This can then be 
exported to a processing plant in the US to be re-processed

Table 3: Export Earnings from Recyclable Products in New Zealand (2000)
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