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WELCOME SPEECH 

P. SANTEMA 

Director of the National Institute for Water Supply, Voorburq, The Netherlands. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Welcome to this International Symposium on the Quality of Groundwater, organised by 

the Netherlands' National Institute for Water Supply and sponsored by a number of 

international organisations. 

A special word of welcome to Dr. L. Ginjaar, Netherlands' Minister of Health and 

Environmental Protection who within a few minutes will officially open this sympo- 

sium, to the representatives of the EC, WHO, UNESCO, the International Association 

of Hydrological Sciences, the International Association of Hydrogeology and to the 

members of the Advisory Board. 

In the next few days we will be here together with about 300 participants and 

about 20 accompanying persons from 36 countries, which makes this symposium 

really an international event. In snite of the fact that the funds for international 

travel in most countries are becoming scarce, about 60 persons from 18 countries out- 

side Europe still succeeded in makinq the necessary arranqements for participation 

and amonq these are 23 persons from 13 developinq countries. Ye are indeed very happy 

that the symposium received such large international attention, and in particular 

we are happy that a fair number of representatives from developina countries are 

present, because it is of great importance that the costly mistakes in the field of 

groundwater pollution which have been made in the industrialized world can be avoided 

in the developing countries. 

The organising committee with the valuable assistance of the Advisory Board and, 

last but not least, with the cooperation of the numerous authors, succeeded in making 

up an interesting but rather full programme in which in 20 sessions, covering 7 topics, 

more than 120 papers will be presented; in addition to this there will be more than 

40 poster presentations. In view of these larqe numbers and in view of the fact that 

various activities will take place simultaneously, you are strongly advised to study 

the programme - which is in your papers - carefully, and to make a plan of the 
activities you wish to attend. In particular I wish to draw your attention to the 

pages 4 to 6 where you will find much information in a condensed form. Furthermore, 



I have t o  ask f o r  your cooperation and d i s c i p l i n e  t o  adhere t o  t h e  prodramme and t h e  

t i m e  schedule. The chairmen w i l l  be very s t r i c t  i n  t h i s  respec t .  The authors  a r e  

therefore  s t rongly advised once aqain t o  s e l e c t  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  elements Of 

t h e i r  cont r ibu t ion  which they can present  within t h e  l imi ted  t i m e  allowed t o  them. 

I t r u s t  t h a t  on the  o ther  hand t h e r e  w i l l  be ample oDportunity t o  d iscuss  the  subjec t  

i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  smaller groups outs ide  t h e  scheduled meetinqs. 

Although perhaps a b i t  pecul ia r  t o  mention a t  t h e  beginninq of a conference, I would 

l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  you t o  r e f l e c t  durinq the  coming days on t h e  follow-up t o  t h i s  sympo- 

sium. The proceedings o f  t h e  present  symposium w i l l  appear i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of 

t h i s  year .  

Furthermore, t h e  organizers  toge ther  with one or  more of our European S i s t e r  Orga- 

n isa t ions  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  wi l l inq  t o  take UP t h e  subjec t  aqain f o r  another symposium 

over a number of years. In t h e  meantime t h e r e  could perhaps be another i n  some p a r t  

of t h e  world. In t h i s  connection I would l i k e  t o  mention t h e  system which w a s  i n t r o -  

duced a number of years  ago f o r  t h e  subjec t  'Aquatic Pol lu tan ts '  to  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

Symposia are organised i n  a systematic  way every one o r  two years  i n  Europe and 

North-America a l t e r n a t e l y .  

A na t iona l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agency with Drac t ica l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  f i e l d  

of groundwater q u a l i t y  / pol lu t ion  / protec t ion  miqht be i n  the  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  take 

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of organis ing a follow-up a c t i v i t y .  Once again,  a matter you might 

r e f l e c t  on during the coming days. 

Before i n v i t i n g  Minis ter  D r .  L. Ginjaar  t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  opening address I would 

l i k e  t o  express my g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  EC, UNESCO and the  KLM f o r  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  support, 

which made th inqs  so much e a s i e r  and t o  a l l  those who by joined e f f o r t  made t h i s  

symposium poss ib le .  

A few names should be s inqled  o u t  i n  t h i s  connection: M r .  W. van Duyvenbooden 

M r .  H. van Lelyveld 

Mrs. W .  van Dommelen 

M r .  D .  Mos and h i s  s t a f f  and 

t h e  Congress bureau 

who made a major cont r ibu t ion  to the  necessary nreoarat ions.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish you a couple of i n t e r e s t i n g  days and a pleasant  s t a y  i n  t h i s  country. 

D r .  L. Ginjaar may I i n v i t e  you t o  take t h e  f l o o r  




