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ABSTRACT 

T h i s  is a t i m e  o f  growing  u n c e r t a i n t y  and  d o u b t s  in t h e  w o r l d ' s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t s e l f  and i t s  f u t u r e .  The g l o b a l  economic  s y s t e m  is 
showing s i g n s  o f  s e v e r e  s t r a i n ,  g i v i n g  r ise  t o  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  in a l l  
q u a r t e r s  as t o  i t s  f u t u r e  r e s i l i e n c y  in t h e  f a c e  of r e p e a t e d  s h o c k s .  The 
wor ld  economy is, in f a c t ,  u n d e r g o i n g  d r a m a t i c  changes  -- c h a n g e s  t h a t  are 
v a s t  a n d  s w e e p i n g  in t h e i r  s c o p e  a n d ,  v e r y  p o s s i b l y ,  i r r e v e r s i b l e  in t h e i r  
consequences .  As t h e  o l d  economic  o r d e r  g i v e s  way t o  a n ,  as y e t ,  u n c e r t a i n  
new p a t t e r n ,  a n  i n e s c a p a b l e  f a c t  is emerging .  And, t h a t  is, t h e  w o r l d ' s  
economy is now t r u l y  g l o b a l .  I n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and  l i n k a g e  c h a r a c t e r i z e  i t s  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s e s .  The c e n t r a l  d r i v i n g  f o r c e ,  t h e  e n g i n e  t h a t  
powers t h e  w o r l d  economy is economic development  -- a p a n o p l y  of a c t i v i t i e s  
and e n d e a v o r s  f a s h i o n e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  d e r i v e d  n e e d s  of t h e  
w o r l d ' s  s o c i e t y  and  now, o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  s u r v i v a l  
of h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  poor  p e o p l e s  c a u g h t  up in t h e  agony o f  p e r v a s i v e  
and p e r s i s t e n t  p o v e r t y .  Economic development  rests upon t h e  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  
of  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  t h a t ,  l i k e  t h e  w o r l d ' s  economic s y s t e m  
t h e y  s u p p o r t ,  a r e  showing signs of  s e v e r e  s t r a i n ,  and  whose r e s i l i e n c y  is 
t h e  o b j e c t  o f  growing  c o n c e r n .  I f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and  r e s o u r c e  under -  
p i n n i n g s  of  t h e  g l o b a l  economic s y s t e m  c a n n o t  be s e c u r e d ,  i f  t h e y  c a n n o t  
f u r n i s h  e v i d e n c e  of  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  deve lopment ,  
t h e n  economic  d i s l o c a t i o n  and  breakdowns w i l l  o c c u r .  The emergence of 
g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n s e c u r i t y  as a t h r e a t  t o  g l o ' b a l  economic  s e c u r i t y ,  
and, hence ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  is y e t  t o  be w i d e l y  p e r c i e v e d  and 
u n d e r s t o o d .  S e v e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  recommendat ions are advanced  as 
p r o v i d i n g  a b a s i s  f o r  p l a n n i n g  and  a c t i o n .  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Our I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Symposium on t h e  B i o s p h e r e  comes a t  a t i m e  when t h e  
r e s i l i e n c y  of  t h e  w o r l d ' s  economic  s y s t e m  is b e i n g  s o r e l y  t e s t e d .  
j e c t e d  t o  r e p e a t e d  t r a u m a t i z i n g  s h o c k s ,  i t  reels u n d e r  t h e  stresses t h a t  
t h r e a t e n  i t s  v e r y  i n t e g r i t y .  
economic s y s t e m  much as t h e  ecologist  v iews  t h e  envi ronment ;  namely,  
e v e r y t h i n g  is somehow c o n n e c t e d .  The web of  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s ,  i n t e r -  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  w o r l d ' s  economic 
s y s t e m  h a s  i t s  p a r a l l e l  in t h e  web of  l i f e .  
ecosys tem and  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  are m a n i f e s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  system. 
D e c l i n i n g  o i l  p r i c e s  on t h e  w o r l d  marke t  are n o t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on 
your  f r i e n d l y  ne ighborhood bank a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r .  
e x p o r t s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s  f rom d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  is r e f l e c t e d  in t h e i r  

Sub- 

Suddenly ,  t h e  w o r l d  is coming t o  see i t s  

S t r e s s  some p a r t  o f  a n  

D e c l i n i n g  demands f o r  

1 7  



18 

i n a b i l i t y  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e i r  g rowing  i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  s p e c t r e  of  
d e f a u l t s  looming. 

T h i s  is a t i m e  o f  growing u n c e r t a i n t y  and  d o u b t s  in t h e  w o r l d ' s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i t s e l f  and  i t s  f u t u r e .  Some s p e a k  of t h e  f a d i n g  promise ,  
w h i l e  o t h e r s  t a l k  c o n f i d e n t l y  of  u n l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l .  Some see t h e  w o r l d  
moving p r e c a r i o u s l y  c l o s e  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n a r c h y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  p r e d i c t  
t h e  emergence of  a g l o r i o u s  new age t o  b e  made p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t e c h n o l o g y  
t h a t  l i t e r a l l y  b o g g l e s  t h e  mind. Whatever your  own p e r c e p t i o n s  -- hope o r  
f e a r ,  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  -- be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  p rofound movements are 
a t  work g l o b a l l y  -- in t e c h n o l o g y ,  in p o l i t i c s  -- movements t h a t  are v a s t  
and  sweeping  i n  t h e i r  s c o p e  a n d ,  most c e r t a i n l y ,  i r r e v e r s i b l e  in t h e i r  
consequences.  

2. GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE 

The w o r l d  is changing  -- i t  is  e x p e r i e n c i n g  c o n v u l s i o n s  n o t  u n l i k e  
The w o r l d  economy is undergoing  

The " o l d  o r d e r  changeth ,"  and  many of t h e  f a m i l i a r  
t h o s e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i t s  b i r t h .  
d r a m a t i c  r e v i s i o n s .  
g u i d e p o s t s  t h a t  s e r v e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t r a d e  and  development are 
less v i s i b l e  o r  have  d i s a p p e a r e d .  Even t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  
f o r  s o  l o n g  p r o v i d e d  e q u i l i b r i u m  and  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  are now coming 
under  a s s a u l t  as b e i n g  no l o n g e r  a d e q u a t e  o r  e v e n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  emerging  
"new o r d e r . "  

Amidst t h i s  economic and  p o l i t i c a l  f e r m e n t a t i o n  a n  i n e s c a p a b l e  f a c t  is 
s u r f a c i n g  and, t h a t  is, t h e  w o r l d ' s  economy is now t r u l y  g l o b a l  and  t h e  
i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  and  l i n k a g e s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  t h a t  now 
c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  system. I n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and  l i n k a g e  c h a r a c t e r i z e  i t s  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  and  p r o c e s s e s .  

The f a c t  of i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  is a h e a d  of i t s  p e r c e p t i o n  by governments;  
and e v e n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  s e c t o r  and  t h e  banks  r e f l e c t  a n  u n c e r t a i n t y  as t o  
t h e  p r o c e s s e s  a t  work. 

P o l i c y m a k e r s  a round t h e  w o r l d  s e e k i n g  t o  g i v e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  t o  
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t s  are e x p e r i e n c i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  They are now 
d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  are i n e x t r i c a b l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  v e s t e d  
i n t e r e s t s  of o t h e r s .  The s t r u c t u r a l  changes  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  g l o b a l  
economy a r e  p r o f o u n d l y  a l t e r i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  of t r a d e ,  t h e r e b y  
a f f e c t i n g  n a t i o n a l  and  r e g i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and  t h e  economic r o l e s  which 
h i s t o r y  h a s  s e r v e d  t o  c o n f e r  on c o u n t r i e s .  

3.  TOWARD AN AGE OF GLOBAL SCARCITY? 

While t h e  p a t t e r n s  of economic development and  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  of 
t h e  g l o b a l  economy undergo  change, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  stresses i n h e r e n t  in t h e s e  
e v o l v i n g  new r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t  s t i l l  remains  f o r  economic development t o  be  
t h e  e n g i n e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  of t h e  wor ld  economy. I n  a l l  i t s  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  be  i t  t h e  l a n d l e s s  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  f a m i l y  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  
c h a r c o a l  w r e s t e d  f rom t h e  r a p i d l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g  f o r e s t s  of  E a s t  A f r i c a ,  o r  
t h e  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t e  g i a n t  e y e i n g  a new g e n e r a t i o n  of 
microcomputers ,  economic development is t h e  means whereby c u l t u r a l l y  
d e r i v e d  n e e d s  and  w a n t s  are s a t i s f i e d .  
w o r l d ' s  p e o p l e  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  are d i r e c t e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t  e n s u r i n g  s u r v i v a l  
is t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  a p a t h e i d  which h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
man:environment r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

T h a t  f o r  a growing m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
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Development is a p r o c e s s ,  and  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of development rests upon 
t h e  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  of  t h e  envi ronment .  
r e s o u r c e  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  of  t h e  w o r l d ' s  economic s y s t e m  c a n n o t  be  s e c u r e d ,  if 
t h e y  cannot  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  p r e s e n t  and  f u t u r e  
development. t h e n  economic d i s l o c a t i o n s  and  o u t r i g h t  breakdowns would seem 
t o  be i n  o u r  f u t u r e .  
unprecedented  scale, i n c l u d i n g  s o c i a l  u n r e s t  w i t h  m i l i t a n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  

I f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and  n a t u r a l  

T h e i r  o c c u r r e n c e  w i l l  t r igger  human d e p r i v a t i o n  on a n  

The s c e n a r i o  which a p p e a r s  t o  be  emerging  is one  of t h e  a d v e n t  of a n  
age of g l o b a l  s c a r c i t y  in a w o r l d  of  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e r e  are 
vary ing  views on t h e  d e g r e e  of  t e n s i o n  i n h e r e n t  in t h i s  emerging  s i t u a t i o n ,  
on t h e  ways t h i s  t e n s i o n  is l i k e l y  t o  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f ,  and  how i t  c a n  be 
a l l e v i a t e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  c a n  be  no doubt  as  t o  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  w o r l d  
s e c u r i t y .  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  in many c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  w o r l d  are e r o d i n g  
hard-won economic g a i n s ,  and  in t h e  p r o c e s s  are c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a n  
a c c e l e r a t i o n  in t h e  t r e n d s  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  
d e g r a d a t i o n  and  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

A wor ld  t h a t  now h a s  o v e r  f o u r  b i l l i o n  i n h a b i t a n t s ;  a w o r l d  d i v i d e d  t o  
an a l a r m i n g  and  i n c r e a s i n g  d e g r e e  by a p o v e r t y  c u r t a i n  t h a t  is g i v i n g  r ise  
t o  s o c i a l  t e n s i o n s  t h r e a t e n i n g  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ;  a w o r l d  in which 
soon o v e r  75  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  t h e n  s i x  b i l l i o n  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i l l  i n t e n s i f y  
p r e s s u r e s  on a n  a l r e a d y  s t r e s s e d  envi ronment  and  swel l  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  
p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n ;  a w o r l d  e v i d e n c i n g  c o n t i n u e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  -- 
d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  t o p s o i l  loss, d e s e r t  encroachment ,  water scarci t ies ,  o v e r -  
graz ing ,  o v e r f i s h i n g ,  t o x i c  wastes, p o l l u t i o n  -- in s u c h  a w o r l d  t h e  o n l y  
k ind  of economic development t h a t  c a n  make a n y  s e n s e  is t h a t  which is 
capable  of  meet ing  minimal human n e e d s ,  and  whose c o n t i n u e d  growth  c a n  be 
s u s  t a i n e d .  

4. THE UNRECOGNIZED THREAT TO GLOBAL SECURITY - THE NEED FOR COLLECTIVE ACTION 

It  is b o t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d ' s  
f a m i l y  of n a t i o n s  are b e a r i n g  t h e  heavy burden  of a rming  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  
perce ived  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  Something a p p r o a c h i n g  e i g h t  
hundred b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  are b e i n g  s p e n t  a n n u a l l y ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  d e t e r  
a g g r e s s i o n  and  t h r e a t s  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace.  A t  
t h e  same t i m e ,  no less a t h r e a t  t o  b o t h  n a t i o n a l  and  g l o b a l  s e c u r i t y  
c o n t i n u e s  l a r g e l y  u n r e c o g n i z e d  and unabated .  I am r e f e r r i n g ,  of c o u r s e ,  t o  
t h e  demise of t h e  w o r l d ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s y s t e m s  which ,  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
proceeded i n s i d i o u s l y  and  i n c r e m e n t a l l y ,  and  t h e  consequences  a r e  f u r t h e r  
removed i n  t i m e ,  is  a c c o r d e d  r e l a t i v e l y  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n .  And, i f  t h e  
envi ronmenta l  comrmnity t h i n k s  t h e  envi ronment  is under  heavy stress now -- 
in t h e  words of t h e  o l d  showman, "you a i n ' t  s e e n  n o t h i n '  y e t . "  And, i f  t h e  
development comrmnity p e r c e i v e s  no need t o  p u r s u e  p a t t e r n s  of development 
t h a t  g i v e  promise  of  b e i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  no need  t o  r e o r d e r  p r i o r i t i e s  
concern ing  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and consumption of  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
and r e s o u r c e s  s u b s t r a t u m ,  i t  w i l l  do  so a t  i t s  own g r e a t  r i s k  and  p e r i l .  
F a i l u r e  of o u r  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s y s t e m  means f a i l u r e  of o u r  g l o b a l  
economic system. And, g i v e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  
r e s i l i e n c y  of t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h i s  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  as a n  e a r l y  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l  
of what could  happen i f  t h e  o u t e r  l i m i t s  of  o u r  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
systems are l i k e w i s e  exceeded  beyond t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  e q u i l i b r a t e .  The 
i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  envi ronment  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n  
economic development.  Thus, economic development and t h o s e  who are 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r  i t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  have  a v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  in p r o t e c t i n g  
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and w i s e l y  managing t h e  environmental  systems and r e sources  committed t o  
their  con t ro1  and use ,  if f o r  no o t h e r  reason than  t o  ensu re  t h a t  much- 
needed economic development and growth are n o t  t h rea t ened  by t h e  loss of 
t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l  suppor t s .  

s ta tes  converge i n  t h e  need t o  defend and s u s t a i n  t h e  l i v i n g  systems of t h e  
P lane t  E a r t h  .... t h e  i d e a  of  common s e c u r i t y  i s  r e l e v a n t ,  as w e l l ,  t o  t h e  
economic s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h e  world w e  l i v e  i n  -- an  in t e rdependen t  world,  n o t  
on ly  in terms of expanded exchangeso fgoods  and money and people ,  but of 
n u t u a l  dependence on t h e  d a i l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  of i n t e g r a t e d  economic and 
t e c h n i c a l  systems and s e r v i c e s  t h a t  have become a k ind  of metabolism f o r  
t h e  body p o l i t i c  of t h e  s o c i e t y  of n a t i o n s  .... And, t h e  i d e a  of common 
s e c u r i t y  is  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  real i t ies  of t h e  world -- f o r  how ... can w e  even t a l k  about  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  when t h e  g l o b a l  commons and 
the b a s i c  b i o l o g i c a l  systems are under  t h r e a t ,  t h a t  is, when t h e  p l a n e t  
i t s e l f  i s  i n s e c u r e  and under r i s i n g  r i s k s  from year  t o  y e a r . i /  

" In  t h e  real  world today,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  s e p a r a t e  

Admittedly,  t h e  emergence of environmental  i n s e c u r i t y  as a g l o b a l  
t h r e a t  is  something of a new phenomenon. J u s t  as t h e  in t e rdependenc ie s  and 
l i n k a g e s  t h a t  now c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  evo lv ing  world economy are becoming 
apparent ,  so, too,  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  of t h e i r  r e source  underpinnings and 
t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  in s u s t a i n i n g  development are j u s t  becoming appa ren t  
t o  a wider  audience.  The i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  environment and n a t u r a l  r e source  
base is e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  wor ld ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s u s t a i n  economic development. 

Y e t ,  t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t s  throughout much of t h e  world a u n i v e r s a l  
complacency about t h e  d e c l i n i n g  s t a t e  of t h e  environment. 

And so, I would make s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  war ran t  ou r  
i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n :  

- f i r s t ,  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of n a t i o n s ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  of t h e  world 
depends u l t i m a t e l y  on ach iev ing  s u s t a i n a b l e  development; hence,  
ou r  p e r s p e c t i v e  must be g l o b a l ;  

- second, development must a l low f o r  economic growth on t h e  p a r t  of 
bo th  developed and developing n a t i o n s  i f  i t  i s ,  in f a c t ,  t o  be 
sus t a ined ;  

- t h i r d ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  development r e q u i r e s  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  development 
s t r a t e g i e s  i n c l u d e  vigorous a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  environment,  
r e sources  management, and s o c i a l  equ i ty .  

5. FIVE ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS 

How then  c a i  we r e c o n c i l e  t h e  g l o b a l  impera t ive  t o  assist i n  t h e  
socio-economic advance of a l l  peop les ,  w i t h  t h e  impera t ive  t o  sa fegua rd  t h e  
environment and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  are e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  ve ry  
development t h a t  makes such advances p o s s i b l e ?  

To my mind, f i v e  e s s e n t i a l  requirements  s t a n d  out:  

1/ Wilson, Thomas W. Jr., "National  S e c u r i t y :  
I n t e r a c t i o n ,  Vol. 2 ,  Nos. 4 6 %, Global  Tomorrow C o a l i t i o n ,  Washington, 
D.C. 1982. 
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. Recognize  t h a t  economic growth  i n  all c o u n t r i e s  is e s s e n t i a l ,  i f  
f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  w e  are t o  a v e r t  economic,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and  
s o c i a l  d i s a s t e r .  

. Act on t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s u c h  growth ,  i f  p r o p e r l y  p lanned  and 
e x c e c u t e d ,  need  n o t  c a u s e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p e n a l t i e s .  

. A s s i s t  n a t i o n s  in t h e  c h o i c e  of  p a t t e r n s  of growth which, above 
a l l ,  promise  t o  be  s u s t a i n a b l e  and  y i e l d  r e a s o n a b l e  economic 
g a i n s  w i t h  minimal e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k .  

P r o v i d e  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o o r e r  n a t i o n s  w i t h  u r g e n t l y  needed conces- 
s i o n a r y  a i d  t o  promote t h e  k i n d  of  development t h a t  w i l l  p r e v e n t  
e c o l o g i c a l  d i s a s t e r ,  and  t h e  middle-income c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  greater 
a c c e s s  t o  commerc ia l  c a p i t a l  c o n d i t i o n e d  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  
sound development.  

. 

. F i n a l l y ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  human d e g r a d a t i o n  t h a t  grows o u t  of 
p e r s i s t e n t  and  p e r v a s i v e  p o v e r t y  now t h r e a t e n i n g  hundreds  upon 
hundreds  of m i l l i o n s  of  p e o p l e  is t h e  most dangerous  t h r e a t  t o  
t h e  envi ronment .  

The growing u n c e r t a i n t y  and  d o u b t s  in t h e  w o r l d ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
i t s e l f  and  i t s  f u t u r e ,  o f  which  I ea r l i e r  spoke ,  are symptomat ic  of  t h e  
g r e a t  t r a n s i t i o n  on which  i t  h a s  embarked -- a t r a n s i t i o n ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  in 
which i t  w i l l  f i n d  new p a t t e r n s  of growth  more s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  r ea l i t i e s  
of t h e  w o r l d ' s  needs .  
t o  t r a n s f o r m  p e r c e i v e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n t o  real i t ies ;  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p e o p l e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  see t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t s  b e i n g  
changed and  shaped  in ways which ,  somehow, s t i l l  o n l y  f r u s t r a t e  t h e i r  hopes 
and e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  a b e t t e r  l i f e ;  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t  mankind is coming more 
and more t o  see i t s  image of  t h e  f u t u r e  as a n  i l l u s i o n .  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  g l o b a l  economic s y s t e m  f a i l s  

I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  i f  w e  are t o  have  a n y  chance  a t  a l l  f o r  a l l e v i a t -  
i n g  t h e  growing d i m e n s i o n s  of human d e p r i v a t i o n ,  a whole new c o n c e p t  of 
o b l i g a t i o n  and  d u t y  n e e d s  t o  be  b l u e p r i n t e d  on a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  scale. The 
reali t ies of  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d  and  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of tomorrow's mandates t h a t  w e  
cannot c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a p a r t h e i d ,  f o r , i n  t h e  f i n a l  
a n a l y s i s ,  i t  is t h e  envi ronment  which  s u s t a i n s  t h e  p e o p l e s  of  t h e  wor ld .  
Given t h e  t r e n d  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  f u e l e d  by  t h e  consequences  of 
a world economic s y s t e m  in t u r m o i l ,  hundreds  upon hundreds  of  m i l l i o n s  o f  
human b e i n g s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u f f e r ,  b r i n g i n g  f u r t h e r  g r i e f  t o  t h e i r  
environment and  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

S u s t a i n a b l e  development is a g l o b a l  i m p e r a t i v e  -- f a i l i n g  t o  o b s e r v e  
i t  c a n  o n l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a f u r t h e r a n c e  of  g l o b a l  i n s e c u r i t y  -- t h e  r e s u l t s  
of which c a n  o n l y  b e  s p e c u l a t e d  upon. 
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