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SUMMARY : 

W i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  a r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d e ,  t h e  E . E . C .  e x c h a n g e s  b e t w e e n  S t a t e  M e m b e r s  a r e  r a p i d l y  
e x p a n d i n g  w i t h  d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t r a f f i c .  A g r o w t h  o f  o n e  t h i r d  
b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  i s  d e e m e d  t o  b e  a m o d e r a t e  e v o l u a t i o n .  

T h e  e x i s t i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  f a c e  i t  a n d  
h a r d  b o t t l e n e c k s  a l m o s t  p e r m a n e n t  o n  m a i n  e u r o p e a n  i t i n e r a r i e s  a r e  
l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  b i g g e r . S w i t c h i n g  o f  t r a f f i c  f r o m  r o a d  t o  r a i l  i s  
o n l y  a p a r t  of s o l u t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e  E . E . C .  h a s  t o  c o n s i d e r  e u r o p e a n  t r a n s p o r t  
s y s t e m  as  a w h o l e  a n d  t o  p a y  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
E u r o p e a n  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  " C a b o t a g e " .  

P o r t s  o f  a l l  s i z e s  a r e  v e r y  n u m e r o u s  a n d  h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  
c a p a c i t i e s .  A f l e e t  e x i s t s  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  d e v e l o p e d .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  p r o p o s a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  a n  E u r o p e a n  
c a b o t a g e  o p e n  t o  a l l  s t a t e s  m e m b e r s  i s  n o t  a v e r y  p r e c i s e  o n e  b u t  
p r o v i d e s  a f l e x i b l e  f r a m e w o r k  t o  t h a t  e n d .  

C o n d i t i o n s  o f  a r e a l l y  p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  : 
- i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  s e c o n d  r a n k  

p o r t s  a n d  t h e i r  h i n t e r l a n d  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  a v o i d i n g  h i g h e r  c o n g e s t i o n  
a r o u n d  b i g  p o r t s  ; 

- c h o i c e  o f  a d a p t e d  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s  r o r o ,  
c o n t a i n e r s , s w a p  b o d i e s . F e e d e r  s y s t e m  e x p e r i m e n t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d ;  

- f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  t r a n s i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t s .  F o r  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e a s o n s  a n d  b e c a u s e  a t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  p o r t s  i s  c r o s s i n g  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s ,  C u s t o m s  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  
m o r e  s u s p i c i o u s  a b o u t  m a r i t i m e  s h i p m e n t .  A c o m p a r i z o n  b e t w e e n  
p r o c e d u r e s  now u s e d  f o r  i n l a n d  b o r d e r  c r o s s i n g  a n d  t h o s e  a p p l i e d  t o  
s h i p m e n t s  u s i n g  t h e  s e a  way g i v e s  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ;  

- a s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
s i d e  : t o o  many a g e n t s  of a l l  k i n d s  a r e  i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  p o r t  p r o c e s s ,  
t h u s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  h i g h e r  c o s t  a n d  l o n g e r  d e l a y s ;  

- a n  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  made  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  i n t e g r a t e  c a b o t a g e  
i n  l o g i s t i c  p r o c e s s ,  w i t h  i t s  s p e c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t .  Some r e g u l a r  
s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  b e  o r g a n i z e d  o n  w e l l  c h o o s e n  i t i n e r a r i e s .  

I f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  f u l f i l l e d ,  E u r o p e  c o u l d  d o  a 
b e t t e r  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o f  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a d v a n t a g e s  
: a s m a l l  c o n t i n e n t ,  a p e n i n s u l a  w i t h  t h o u s a n d  k i l o m e t e r s  of c o a s t s  
a n d  h u n d r e d  of p o r t s .  
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I t  i s  now common p l a c e  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  p r e s e n t  a n d  
f u t u r e  t r a n s p o r t  c o n g e s t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  b a s i c  k n o w l e d g e  i n  g e o g r a p h y  i s  t h a t  E u r o p e  i s  a s m a l l  
c o n t i n e n t ,  a k i n d  o f  As ia  p e n i n s u l a  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  k i l o m e t e r s  o f  
c o a s t ,  a n u m b e r  o f  s e a s  d e e p l y  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  l a n d  a n d  s o  many 
p o r t s  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  i s  b y  f a r  t o o  s t r o n g .  

I s  c o n g e s t i o n  r e a l l y  a g e n e r a l i z e d  E u r o p e a n  h e a d a c h e  t o  
b e c o m e  w o r s e  a n d  w o r s e  ? I s  t r a f f i c  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  g r o w ?  I f  s o ,  i s  
t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  b e  f o u n d  b y  s w i t c h i n g  t r a f f i c  f rom o n e  i n l a n d  
t r a n s p o r t  mode t o  a n  o t h e r  o n e ,  a s  now s o  s t r o n g l y  a d v o c a t e d  f r o m  
r o a d  t o  r a i l .  

O r  d o  we h a v e  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  m e a n s  of 
t r a n s p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t  b e t w e e n  e u r o p e a n  p o r t s ?  

B e f o r e  t r y i n g  t o  a n s w e r ,  we w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e t  u p  a w o r d i n g  
m a t t e r  : i n  E . E . C .  t h e  f r e n c h  w o r d  c a b o t a g e  i s  now u s e d  e v e n  i n  
e n g l i s h  a s  m e a n i n g  r o a d  d o m e s t i c  t r a f f i c ,  w i t h i n  a S t a t e  b o u n d a r i e s  
or w i t h i n  a g r o u p  o f  S t a t e s .  

I n  f r e n c h  " c a b o t a g e "  i s  p u r e l y  a m a r i t i m e  w o r d .  We s h a l l  
u s e  i t  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  " n a t i o n a l  c a b o t a g e "  d e a l s  w i t h  
p u r e l y  n a t i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  t r a f f i c s ,  w h i l e  " e u r o p e a n  c a b o t a g e "  c o v e r s  
t h e  m a r i t i m e  t r a n s p o r t  b e t w e e n  two or m o r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y .  

1 . - T R A F F I C  EVOLUTION : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 . 1 . -  T r a n s p o r t  o f  g o o d s  a n d  p e r s o n s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c t i v i t y .  I t  
e v i d e n c e s  i t s  l e v e l  a n d  i t s  c h a n g e s .  A s  a r u l e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  
b i g g e r  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o n e .  I n  o t h e r  
w o r d s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i s  r e f l e c t e d  b y  a t r a f f i c  i n c r e a s e ,  h i g h e r  i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h a n  i n  n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

H a v i n g  s a i d  t h a t ,  we a r e  now - how l o n g  i t  w i l l  l a s t  i s  
a n  o t h e r  s t o r y  ! -  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  g r o w t h  w h i c h  f o r  t h e  
C o m m u n i t y  i s  a r o u n d  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  3 %  a y e a r .  I t  m e a n s  a g r o w t h  of 
m o r e  t h a n  a t h i r d  w i t h i n  1 0  y e a r s .  

W o r l d  t r a d e  g r e w  o f  8 %  i n  1988 a n d  8 9 .  T h e  s a m e  r e s u l t  i s  
e x p e c t e d  f r o m  9 0 ,  a s  p u b l i s h e d  by G . A . T . T .  

A t  E . E . C .  l e v e l  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  w h o l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d e  i s  r e a c h i n g  11% a n d  h i g g e r  r e s u l t s  a r e  f o r r e s e e n  f o r  e x c h a n g e s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  1 2 ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  " b i g  m a r k e t "  
a n d  t h e i r  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  b y  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  t r a d e r s .  

1 . 2 .  - T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  t o  d a y ,  t h i s  
c o n g e s t i o n  i s  m o r e  t h a n  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s t r o n g e r  t o  m o r r o w  a n d  t h e  d a y s  
a f t e r  ! 

D o e s  i t  e x i s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n s w e r s  ? I t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  
b i g  t r a n s p o r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s  n e e d  b e t w e e n  10  t o  20  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  a r e a l i t y .  T h e y  r e q u e s t  a n  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t  o f  
f i n a n c i n g .  A s  a n  e x e m p l e ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  i s  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  
t r a f f i c ,  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  a v o i d i n g  t o  b e c o m e  a n  i s o l a t e d  f o r t r e s s  i n  
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  E . E . C .  , b y  i m p r o v i n g  r a i l w a y s  l i n k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A l p s .  
T h e  a m o u n t  i n v o l v e d  i s  t o t a l l i n g  s o m e  3 0  b i l l i o n s  S . F .  , s a y  r o u g h l y  
E C U  2 0  b i l l i o n s  ! T h e  c o s t  o f  new t u n n e l s ,  new m o t o r w a y s  i n  h i g h l y  
d e n s i f i e d  a r e a s , e t c  . . .  w i l l  b e  e n o r m o u s .  

Due r e f e r e n c e  i s  t o  b e  m a d e  h e r e  t o  t h e  b a s i c  s t u d y  
p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  T r a n s p o r t  M i n i s t e r s  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  
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according to which existing bottlenecks o f  inland transport in 
Europe will become greater, specially but not only f o r  rail and road 
transport. 

1 . 3 . -  It is important here to note that the solution does not lie in 
a simple choice between rail and road. 

Traffic congestion in Europe is uneven. It is directed by 
geography (valley,pass,etc . . .  ) population distribution, industrial 
density,etc . . .  So traffic has a "natural" trend to concentrate along 
some axes, on some itineraries. Road and railway networks have some 
unemployed capacities but the greatest part o f  them is o f  no use f o r  
solving the problem just described. The reasons why are numerous : 
t o o  long distances out o f  the way, higher costs, low technical 
levels of roads and tracks, lack o f  requested services,etc . . .  Some 
additional itineraries could obviously be improved but f o r  most of 
them cost will be too high. 

Therefore, transfering transport from road to rail, or 
using combined transport is certainly good and even compulsory 
solutions but will only solve a part o f  the problem.Improving inland 
waterway transport will also be necessary but will have to face 
strong limitations as well. 

The conclusion at this stage is that traffic congestion 
is a fact, will remain a growing fact and that the gathering o f  all 
inland transport possibilities will not be sufficient to face it. 
The transport commissioner K.Van Miert recently stated that he will 
be very happy if able to transfer one half o f  the road traffic 
growth to the railway, which is very far from a global solution. 

2.- DOES IT EXIST AN OTHER ANSWER ? __________________--_______________ 

It does exist two other transport mode, by air and by sea. 
It is not within the scope o f  this paper to deal with air transport, 
excepting to say that i t  could certainly be improved, starting with 
interfaces with land transports. 

Turning back to european geography, the lenght o f  its 
coasts, the number o f  its ports, i t  seems normal and necessary to 
examine if a possible alternative, or at least a complementary 
solution, lies there. 

3.1.- Marine transport between european countries is an historic 
reality which declined with the development o f  railways but is still 
of importance. 

Following figures (in Mios Tons) are taken from a study by 
Ron.L.TOLLENAER for the Maritime Research Center (NL) : 

- Traffic between State Members : 220 
- Transhipment after deep sea transport : 3 0  
- National cabotage o f  the state members : 300  

European cabotage itself ( 2 2 0  Mios t.) is distributed as follows 
(evaluation) : 

- South 
- U.K. 
- North 

: 130 
: 6 0  
: 2 0  

Products repartition is roughly the following : 
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- G e n e r a l  C a r g o  : 30 
- C h e m i c a l s  a n d  g a s  : 2 5  
- G r a i n s  : 2 5  
- O i l  a n d  o i l / p r o d u c t s  : 1 2 0  
- O t h e r  b u l k s  : 2 0  

M . T o l l e n a e r  e s t i m a t i o n s  a r e  o f  2 7 5  Mios T .  i n  1 9 9 5  a n d  300 
M.T. i n  2 0 0 0 ,  w i c h  i n d i c a t e s  a n  a v e r a g e  g r o w t h  o f  3 , 5  t o  4 %  a y e a r ,  
b e l o w  i n t r a c o m m u n i t y  t r a d e  f o r s e e n  g r o w t h  ( 8  t o  11% f o r  t h e  n e x t  
y e a r s  t o  c o m e ) .  

I n  t h i s  s t u d y  h e  r e g r e a t s  t h a t  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  i n l a n d  
E . E . C .  f r o n t i e r s  w i l l  a b o l i s h  d a t a  s o u r c e s  t h u s  m a k i n g  s u c h  s t u d i e s  
i m p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  f u t u r e .  

3 . 2 . -  C a b o t a g e  f l e e t s  : t h e  s a m e  s t u d y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n s  : ( i n  Mios T o n s ) :  

- F . R .  o f  G e r m a n y  
- N e t h e r l a n d s  
- I t a l y  
- D a n e m a r k  
- F r a n c e  
- C y p r u s  

- U . K .  
- G r e e c e  

: 1 , 6  
: 0 , 6 5 0  
: 1 , l  
: 0 , 4 5 0  
: 0 , 1 5 0  
: 1 , 8  ( g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  

: 0 , 4 0 0  ( d e c r e a s i n g )  
: 1  (4 i n  1 9 8 0 )  

t r a n s f e r t  f r o m  G r e e c e )  

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  e v i d e n c e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  S t a t e  
m e m b e r .  T h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c r e a t e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t  t h e  
t i m e  a f r e e  m a r k e t  w o u l d  b e  o p e n .  

3 . 3 .  N a t i o n a l  r u l e s  : N a t i o n a l  r u l e s  a r e  o f t e n  d i f f e r e n t .  W h i l e  i n  
U . K .  , c a b o t a g e  i s  f r e e ,  m o s t  o f  o t h e r  E . E . C .  m e m b e r s  c o n s i d e r  i t  a s  a 
p u r e l y  n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  I n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  b a c k i n g  
t r a d i t i o n n a l l y  g i v e n  t o  r a i l w a y s  h a s  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o n  m a r i n e  
c a b o t a g e .  

4.- L E G A L  E . E . C .  FRAMEWORK : ___________________________ 

4 . 1 . -  I t  i s  o f  c o u r s e  o f  b i g  i n t e r e s t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  
C o m m u n i t y  r u l e s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  c o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d .  I n  
i t s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  " A  f u t u r e  f o r  m a r i n e  a c t i v i t i e s "  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  l a i d  down t h r e e  p r o p o s a l s ,  o n e  of t h e m  b e i n g  d e v o t e d  
t o  t h e  " s u p p l y  o f  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t  b e t w e e n  S t a t e  m e m b e r s "  i n  s h o r t  
o u r  c a b o t a g e .  

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  c o n t a i n s  p r o v i s i o n s  a i m i n g  a t  f o r b i d d i n g  a n y  
r e s t r i c t i o n  f o r  c a b o t a g e  w i t h  s h i p s  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  E u r o s  a n d  o f  
l e s s  t h a n  600 t o n s  b e t w e e n  E . E . C .  p o r t s .  E a c h  m e m b e r s  s t a t e  i s  
e n t i t l e d  t o  a c c e p t  o n l y  s h i p s  w i t h  a c r e w  c o m p o s e d  o f  E . E . C .  
n a t i o n a l s  i f  d o i n g  s o  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  own s h i p s .  T h i s  f r a m e w o r k  s e e m s  
t o  b e  c o n v e n i e n t  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  E . E . C .  d i d  n o  s e e  t h e  l i n k  w i t h  
EUROS r u l e s ,  a l o n g  w h i c h  a b o a t  a f  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0  t o n s  c a n n o t  b e  
r e g i s t e r e d .  T h u s  t h e s e  b o a t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  c a b o t a g e .  We 
c a n n o t  s e e  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  i t  h a s  t o  b e  n o t e d  t h a n  m o r e  
t h a n  o n e  t h o u s a n d  o f  c a r g o s  a n d  t a n k e r s  f r o m  100 t o  5 0 0  t o n s  a r e  now 
b e i n g  u t i l i s e d  b y  S t a t e s  m e m b e r s  

O t h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o u l d  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  g i v e n  
t o  a S t a t e  m e m b e r  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  i t s  n a t i o n a l  
t r a f f i c  t o  v a r i o u s  d u t i e s ,  b e i n g  q u a l i f y e d  o f  " P u b l i c  s e r v i c e  
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o b l i g a t i o n " ,  a n o t i o n  w h i c h  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  i n  r o m a n  l a w  b u t  n o t  i n  
common l a w .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  a v i e w  
t o  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  t r a f f i c  b e t w e e n  a S t a t e  m e m b e r  a n d  i t s  n a t i o n a l  
i s l a n d s .  

4 . 2 . -  To  sum u p ,  w i t h  s o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  s e e m s  t o  
p r o v i d e  a c o n v e n i e n t  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
E u r o p e a n  c a b o t a g e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  
e x i s t  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  f o r e s e e n  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t o  i n s t i t u t e  a n y  
c o m m u n a u t a r y  m a r k e t  f o r  m a r i t i m e  t r a n s p o r t .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  p r o p o s a l  l i m i t s  i t s e l f  t o  o p e n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e a c h  n a t i o n a l  
c a b o t a g e  t o  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  s t a t e s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  c r e a t e  a s i n g l e  
c o m m u n a u t a r y  m a r k e t  f o r  e u r o p e a n  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  
r e s e r v e d  t o  m e m b e r - s t a t e s .  

5 . 1 . - G o o d s  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o n  a r e  h e r e  a n d  w i l l  b e  h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  
w o r d s  t h e  d e m a n d  d o e s  e x i s t .  P r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  a r e  o b v i o u s .  An e u r o p e a n  f l e e t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  
c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  d e v e l o p p e d .  

P o r t s  a r e  n u m e r o u s .  We s h a l l  n o t  o n l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  b i g g e s t  
p o r t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a t  t h e  w o r l d  t r a f f i c  l e v e l ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  w h o l e  
a r r a y  o f  m e d i u m  a n d  sma l l  s i z e d  p o r t s  w h i c h  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E u r o p e .  
T h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e m  a r e  a b l e  t o  f a c e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  o f  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  i m p o r t a n t  i n v e s t m e n t . T h i s  i s  v a l i d  f o r  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  s e a  t r a n s p o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  r o r o  a n d  c o n t a i n e r s  
( i n c l u d i n g  s w a p  b o d i e s )  t r a f f i c .  

T h e s e  t w o  r e m a r k s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  E u r o p e a n  p o r t s  a r e  
e v e r y w h e r e .  I n l a n d  E . E . C .  t e r r i t o r i e s  b e i n g  f a r e r  t h a n  200 kms f r o m  
a p o r t  a r e  a m i n o r i t y .  M o d e r n  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  s e a  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  p o r t  
h a n d l i n g  may b e  u s e d  e v e n  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p o r t s  a n d  roro ( f i r s t  
f o r  t r a i l e r s  a n d  s w a p  b o d i e s )  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  a s e a -  
l a n d  c o m b i n e d  t r a n s p o r t  i n  E u r o p e .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f o r e s e e n  g r o w t h  o f  
e u r o p e a n  c a b o t a g e  i s  b e l o w  t h e  g r o w t h  a v e r a g e  o f  e u r o p e a n  t r a f f i c .  
F u t u r e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  c a b o t a g e ,  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  E . E . C .  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  
n o t  v e r y  d y n a m i c .  A t  l e a s t  t h e y  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  b a s i c  f l e x i b i l i t y  
w h i c h  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

W h a t  o t h e r s  c o n d i t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  f u l f i l l e d  ? 

6 . 1 . - P o r t  l i n k s .  
I n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  l i n k s  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  p o r t s  

s h o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d  b u t  n o t  for i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  g o i n g  t o  o r  c o m i n g  
f r o m  t h e  b i g g e s t  p o r t s .  T h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  a l a r g e  o v e r - c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  t h e m .  W e  s p e a k  o f  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  n u m b e r  of s o - c a l l e d  
r e g i o n a l  p o r t s .  V e r y  o f t e n ,  i t  i s  f a s t e r ,  f rom a g i v e n  p o i n t  o f  
t h e i r  n o r m a l  h i n t e r l a n d  t o  s e n d  a s h i p m e n t  t o  a f a r e r  b i g  p o r t ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  l i n k s .  

R e g i o n a l  p o r t s  h a v e  a r e g i o n a l  r o l e  t o  p l a y  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  
a r e  g i v e n  t h e  m e a n s  t o  d o  s o .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  h a s  t o  b e  l o o k e d  a t  n o t  
o n l y  f r o m  a t r a n s p o r t  w i e w  p o i n t  b u t  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  
l a n d - u s e  p o l i c y  i n  E u r o p e .  O v e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e ,  a c t i v i t y  
a n d  t r a n s p o r t  i s  e x c e s s i v e l y  c o s t l y .  

I t  m e a n s  t h a n  t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w h i c h  
a r e  o f  E . E . C .  i n t e r e s t  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  
r e v i s e d  w i t h  a v i e w  o f  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n l a n d  l i n k s  o f  r e g i o n a l  
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ports with their hinterlands and between them as well. 

6.2. Facilitation of procedures. 
We consider here all procedures dealing with transport o f  

goods by cabotage between E.E.C. ports either official or 
commercial. 

6.2.1.- From the viewpoint of customs, all european sea-ports are, 
and will remain, doors open to international trade. Sea transport 
even intraeuropean is performed through international waters, where 
Customs have no possibility to apply their rules and to keep things 
under control. It results into a permanent trend to consider all 
shipments entering a port as offering possibilities o f  frauds. A 
port is de facto located at the external border o f  the Community. 

It is possible to find solutions for using simple 
procedures, as simple as those which will enter into force for 
inland E.E.C. traffic and first for ships going straight from one 
E.E.C. port to an other E.E.C. port without calling at any other 
"third" port. 

6.2.2. - Commercial procedures need also far more than a bit of 
brushing ! We all know the amazing number o f  various agents 
interfering in maritime process, either in ports or elsewhere under 
a constellation o f  appellations, definitions and actions! 

They have in common, as a result, additional delays and 
additional costs. They are also accustomed to process all shipments 
along the same way being intra or extra E.E.C. 

A prerequisite for the development of european cabotage 
lies in an approximate harmonisation of maritime and inland trade 
and transit procedures. In other words f o r  intra-european shipments 
it should become as easy to transit through a port than for a swap 
body to be transfered from a trailer to a railway track. A s  a matter 
o f  fact it i s  likely that these progress would be more easely 
performed for unit loads than f o r  conventional cargoes. 

These some thoughs are only tracks for further reflexions. 
Some additional areas should be explored. 
As an exemple, links between inland waterways transport 

and cabotage should be studied. The opening of the Rhine-Main-Danube 
link in 1992 provides such an opportunity as does the growing use o f  
river-sea ships on the french Rhone. 

The possibilities of developping an european network 
combining a l l  transport modes f o r  carrying unit loads deserve also a 
specific study. 

Along a more systematic way, logistic and its important 
concept of "just in time'' should take into account the possibility 
of building up for given itineraries, a combined transport including 
sea leg(s), with the requested organisation (scheduled time, 
providing of requested services along the itinerary,direct block- 
trains from one port to an other one, etc . . .  ) 

In transport, as elsewhere it does not exist final 
solution. We are all interested in maintaining progress both in 
economic growth of Europe and in european integration. All available 
means must be gathered and used to that end. 

In addition a re-integration of sea transport into the 
global network o f  european ways of communication will give the 
Community its real dimension, which includes the maritime area . 




