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Climate change and water: Protect forests
and reduce water loss
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SAM & groaily alammed by the nows an the sharp drop ofl Bha walcr kel of dams m Penang and
Eadah ovor the kst two months. Tha wabar lowal capascity of tha Aar Bam and Telek Bahang dams on
tha Fomang kland wee reporicd bo stand al 62 and 39 par cond oumently. Moanwhile in Kedah, tha
capaciy ol fis Ahning, Podu, Muda, Eans and Mali dams was recondad at 62 parcant, 42 par cend,

18 psar canl, B1 por canl and 26 por canl, respocivaty.

Accordng o the Penang Waler Supply Corpombion [PEAPF), bolwaon September and Deccmber
2013, the: botal rmaniall recanded inthe A lam dam s was only 702 mm. Ths was aquivalcn o
oy 44 par cent of the thice: year average ol LSTT mim, reosiksd during the same: penod botwoean
201E and 2018 For the: Teluk Bahaing dam, the balal minlall reconded in the dam amea belwean
Soplember aind Docemibar 2019 was 1,732 mm, cquisalent b anty SE par cenl ol the sama threa

year sverage of 3,10mm.

W defnilely sqree wath the assessment ol the chiel exaoulnee cificer of PEAPF thal tha low rainial
ini Penang in the last four manths of 2003 i hinked (o chmabe change. Teday, we have Lo sccepd thal
clmala change = thae naw nonmal

In ight of his human made giobal dessslorn, 2 mone imogmled appraasch o waler iesource
managemont can no longer be irealod hghly by the icdoral and slals govermmanis. ‘Whike we hod
tha call for consumcrs nol 1o waske wabsr, bo addrom the realty of thes new normal, appeopnalos
peiicy and goscrnanca play & centrml ok,

Tha mimples] and most cosl-efiecive slop thal muest be urgenidly undatakon today & cartanby natural
consarsabon 1 the Source. We agres with the chair of the: Mational Wealer Scraces COMMsSCns
[SFAM]). YE Charkes Sanbiaqo, that waler cabchiment arcses are fully garceticd so hal the coolcgy ol
he aircses anc: nol cCompramiscd.

Ini Peminsular Malaysia, subsaction ¥4T) ol the Maticnal Faresirg Acl 1984 prosidies stalos with the
power I gauretie Wabar Calchment Forests withan the Permanent Resened Farest [PRF). Hoveoear,
bemed an ihe lalest stxlslics whichi we could find thaes farn, i e showsn thal m 2005, anly 734731
hsctans of the PRF hawe boon garctied as Waler Calchmaenl Foesls. The lobal s of the FRF back
than and wp unlil 20E, sl slands al 4 8 mllon haclanes.

Cunrcanily, 3 millian heclanes of the PRF have boson reserved for production acimbics such as logging
and manoculiure planiabions.

Sacand, theae i also the urgend neod for Malay=sia b pel 3 slop o ds hegh annual mles of Ron
ravenue wearlor (MW MRW i tho amount of ireated walar thal flows inlo o supply systiom bul fulks 1o
Baning in resscanuse. This i wearkar thal has been los o pepng lealngoes, Syskom prossuns, melormg and
bling mfiocnckes and thefl.

Far over mana than two secades, | has boan the: nonm for cur annesl naticnal NREW m@iles o nod be
redsced g Kies ihan 20 per cant, despile millons thal had boon spant. Acconding 1o SPAM, tha rake
ol aur MRW in 2017 sl shood al 35 por oanl, which 1o s = highly mmpropsar. Whiks Fonang faned
bixticr al keaping its NRW figure lkawar than tha nalicnal avemge ol 22 per oenl, Kedah lost almaost
Pl o it waabar cuning this year, In facl, the e worst NREW Rbes inthe couning in 2007 wene: heid by
Eaxdahi [48 par cond)l, Kaiintan (43 per canl, Fahang (48 per cant), Paris [63 per conl) and Sabah (54
par cent). Ths curnenl stata of alfairs 5 Smply unacoaplabic and n e, Sownrighl cangenous,
considenng our fulure orcemelances.

Thancdora, al s junclure whon e impacts of dimale change hawe bogun o maks thoir presence
fcdl, SZAM calls Tor the inlenslicabcn and increased imlcgrabon of afiors on the sustanabic
managamont of gur walcr resouwcas by bolh tha fodorml and stale authomies. Expandng on
consarsabon o the source through the wgenl gasething our walar Calchmen forests o ogally
prokac them, and reducing our NFW mios, aro the simphest st slops thad can ba undcriakan by our
authanbics loday. Likessa, ciions by agonoos such as SPAN must ako be amply supportcd o
furthesr cihance: tha prolochion of ur wales resources and ansue: good waler quality.

W hawa had encugh wamings abowl the peocanocus and vulnerabke siuabion of gur waler
FESOUNCES. We must therofoes act before e Bma becoemes Lo ke, and the: stuabon boo

CaTHCrous.
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