
THE BOOK LOSING EARTH: THE DECADE WE COULD HAVE STOPPED CLIMATE CHANGE WAS WRITTEN BY

NATHANIEL RICH AND PUBLISHED IN 2019. THE BOOK PROVIDES A DETAILED HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE

CRITICAL DECADE OF THE 1980S, A PERIOD WHEN SCIENTISTS, POLICYMAKERS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL

ADVOCATES GAINED A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE DANGERS OF GLOBAL WARMING. HOWEVER,

DESPITE THE AVAILABILITY OF SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTION, POLITICAL

RESISTANCE, ECONOMIC INTERESTS, AND CLIMATE DENIAL DELAYED MEANINGFUL EFFORTS TO ADDRESS

THE CLIMATE CRISIS.

THE CONTENT OF THE BOOK EXPLORES THE EARLY SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES RELATED TO CLIMATE

CHANGE AND THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES THAT PREVENTED EFFECTIVE CLIMATE ACTION.

RICH DISCUSSES THE INFLUENCE OF THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY IN SPREADING DISINFORMATION AND

OBSTRUCTING ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES, WHILE ALSO HIGHLIGHTING THE DEDICATION OF SCIENTISTS

AND ADVOCATES, INCLUDING FORMER VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE AND CLIMATE SCIENTIST JAMES HANSEN,

WHO WORKED TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND PUSH FOR GOVERNMENTAL ACTION. THE BOOK

DEMONSTRATES HOW A CRUCIAL OPPORTUNITY TO MITIGATE CLIMATE CHANGE WAS MISSED AND HOW

THOSE DECISIONS CONTINUE TO SHAPE CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES.

IN TERMS OF STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION, THE BOOK IS SYSTEMATICALLY WRITTEN AND COMBINES

INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM, HISTORICAL RECORDS, INTERVIEWS, AND SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE TO PRESENT

A COMPELLING NARRATIVE. THE AUTHOR EFFECTIVELY EXPLAINS COMPLEX POLITICAL AND

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN AN ENGAGING AND ACCESSIBLE MANNER, ALLOWING READERS TO

UNDERSTAND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, PUBLIC PERCEPTION, AND POLICY

DECISIONS.
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ONE OF THE STRENGTHS OF THIS BOOK IS ITS THOROUGH RESEARCH AND ITS ABILITY TO PRESENT

CLIMATE HISTORY THROUGH A CAPTIVATING STORYTELLING APPROACH. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES READERS

TO REFLECT ON PAST ENVIRONMENTAL DECISIONS AND UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTING

PROMPTLY ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. FURTHERMORE, IT PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE POLITICAL

AND ECONOMIC FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES. HOWEVER, ONE LIMITATION OF THE

BOOK IS THAT ITS STRONG FOCUS ON HISTORICAL EVENTS AND POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS MAY BE

CHALLENGING OR LESS ENGAGING FOR READERS WHO PREFER PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS AND PRESENT-DAY

SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES

.

THROUGH READING THIS BOOK, I GAINED A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW HUMAN DECISIONS, POLITICAL

INTERESTS, AND MISINFORMATION HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE WORSENING CLIMATE CRISIS. IT INCREASED

MY AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUSTING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND TAKING TIMELY ACTION TO

PREVENT FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE. FROM MY PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE, THIS BOOK IS HIGHLY

VALUABLE BECAUSE IT REVEALS THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES AND EMPHASIZES

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BOTH INDIVIDUALS AND GOVERNMENTS IN PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT.

FROM AN ORGANISATIONAL OR DEPARTMENTAL PERSPECTIVE, THIS BOOK CAN SERVE AS A USEFUL

REFERENCE FOR DEVELOPING CLIMATE-RELATED POLICIES, IMPROVING ENVIRONMENTAL

COMMUNICATION, AND STRENGTHENING AWARENESS PROGRAMMES REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF

EVIDENCE-BASED DECISION-MAKING. THE LESSONS PRESENTED IN THE BOOK CAN HELP

ORGANISATIONS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCES OF DELAYING

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION AND ENCOURAGE STRONGER COMMITMENTS TOWARD SUSTAINABILITY.

THE TARGET READERS FOR THIS BOOK INCLUDE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS,

POLICYMAKERS, GOVERNMENT OFFICERS, JOURNALISTS, SUSTAINABILITY PRACTITIONERS, AND

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO ARE INTERESTED IN CLIMATE HISTORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY.

OVERALL, LOSING EARTH: THE DECADE WE COULD HAVE STOPPED CLIMATE CHANGE IS AN

INFORMATIVE AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING BOOK THAT HIGHLIGHTS A SIGNIFICANT MISSED OPPORTUNITY

IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE WHILE REMINDING SOCIETY OF THE URGENT NEED TO ACT

BEFORE FURTHER IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OCCUR.
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